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the height of his power and inveterate animosity.
The actual military force at the disposal of these
associations amounted to 40,000 horse, inclusive
of the Patans; who, though more orderly and
better disciplined than   the   Pindarces  of  the
Nerbudda,  possessed the same   character,  and
were similarly circumstanced in  every respect,
supporting  themselves  entirely by   depredation
wherever they could practise it.    This number
would be doubled, were we to add the remainder
of Holkur's troops of the irregular kind, which
were daily deserting the service of a falling houses
in order to engage in the more profitable career of
predatory enterprise; and the loose cavalry esta-
blishments of Sindheea and the Bhoosla, which
were bound by no ties, but those of present en-
tertainment, and were always in great arroar of
pay.    These materials formed the groundwork
of an interest formidable at least to our repose,
if not to our safety: and its centrical situation in
India> nearly equi-distant from the dominions of
the three presidencies, imposed the necessity of
the most extensive annual precautions of defence,
in spite- of which the territories of ottr allies were
continually overrun.    On two occasions, once
wfyax they entered Guzerat in 1808-9, and again
la 1812, when the Bengal provinces of Mirzapoor
arid Shahaba4 were devastated, they penetrated into
our immediate territories, ^hich % years, before